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Cl16 and Plus/4
ANCO

Price:
£7.95/cass

[t was, | think, US Gold who started
it all off in the amazing Summer
Games | and Il. The second gama
was such a success that four
months after, as the nights closed in
and the attraction of sport simulation
in the sun withered, US Gald
released the seasonal sequel, Winter
Gamas

Since then, virtually everyone has
jumped on the bandwagon. But, untid
now, no ong has produced & really
worthwhile variant for the C16.
Tynasalt had a go with Winter
Diympics, but it was 3 big
disappointment. Half the events
called for minimal participatioin by
the piayer and the curfing was
totally uninteligible.

Anco obviously thought they could
do a lot better and they were right.
Winter Games ks, without doubt, one
of the best sports simulations 1o
appear on the C16 and, in some
respects even surpasses the
Commodore B4 versions.

Winter Events follows pretty
closely the format of the original.
Only the two ice-skating events have
baan dropped, which is just as wall
bacause they wera boring, and have
been ruplaced by something better.

The line-up of events is: Biathlon,
Slalom, Ski jump, Speedskating,
Downhill and Bobsled.

Each of the events is loaded
saparately from the cassette; there's
no way you'd ever cram all thay
code into the C16°s memary all at
once. But before you get the skis on
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Serean
divides in
the
Tobogan
avent 1o
show the
action left
as you
hurtie
down the
course. The
right
section of
the screen
records
your
progress
on a map
of the
course.

One to four players can compote
aguinst each other. It you're on your
tod it'H have to be you agminst the
machine. Each ployer must enter
thoir name and country, though
wherever you're from you'll get a
rendition of the Wes! German
national anthem, mice one Udo. Yoo
CAn praclise, of compete i a
selection of some, or all of the
eventi

Renowned as ane of the mos!
gruelling winter events, the histhion
is no pushover with & joystick. Well
synchronised waggling is required if
you want to do more than just grind
snow. After what seems like an
eternity you must pul in some

‘ Cross counitry skiing is a test of stamina and

rhythm. Its synchrenisation thats the key here

— forget wrenching the joystick.

it's time for the opening ceremony,
The torchbearer runs across the
screen and lights up the Winter
Events flame — very pretty. All this
happens to the accompanyment of a
mishmash of tunes, none of which |
could recogmise, other than the
Dallas theme.

Seasoned C16 gamers will spot the
programming handiwork of the
prolific Udo Gertz, author of Ghost
Town, Tam Thumbr dare | mention it,
Bongo and around a million other
C168 games,

The ski jump is "“one
for loonies’” but you
must look graceful

as you jump,

acourate lhul:l'lll‘lu 10 INCrgase your
score, Not easy when your fingers
have gona blue at the ends.

A Speed skating is one
of the less exciting

avents.

Steer your way down the slopes
fram top to bottom without trying 1o
uproot the trees. The idea & to steer
round the gates without hitting them
If you collide with more than three
you can still Finish the coursa, but
you aren’t given @ fime

The graphics on this section are
stunning. in fact this is the bost ski
simulation | have seen on any
mathme, The JD perspective is spot
on and the animated skier performs
menoeuvers with afl the style of
Franz Klammer. (Whe? — EdJ

Ski Jump

TiME: 0.%8.5 PP

The dewnhill — hang
on and watch out for
the bumps.

tlope. Seconds betare reaching the
end, press fire again and the skier
roars into the air. Now it's a
question af matching the movements
of the computer skier in the inset,
who of course does everything
parfectly. The cloter you are. the
further you get. Points are also
awarded for style, o it helps if you
o1 least look & ftle graceful. Pul
your helmet on for this one.

One for the loomes without a doub!.
Pash the joystick button and your
skier starts & long descent down the

Speed skating

Another Winter Games clone and
probably the least exciting at that.
You ngainst the computer, or a
friend, joystick waggling like mad 1o
reach the finish line first. This is
mora 4 question of co-ordination than
shear spead so try 1o work for a
steady rhythm,

Downhill

| was expecting the usual ripofl =
slalom without the flags, but the
downhall 18 in fact quite different.

Screen Scene

FETER

The thing here is 1o go as fast as
you can, skintight leathers and
waxed skis permitting. Watch out for
the lakes snd trees and take
advantage of the humps, which send
you flying imta the aw, tn save on
lime.

The skiers hut
locks inviting at

the beginning
of the long-houl

Bobsled

You have two views ol the sied as it
careers a1 breakneck speed through
the bends. View one is from directly
behind, view two, a plan so you can
see what's coming before you get
there. In practice it's difficult to look
at two things &t once, so gel &
friend to keep an eye on the map
and shout left! or right! as
appropriste, until you know the
course.

Udo Gertz has done & great job to
make Winter Events one of the best
sports simulations around and the
only one worth considering for the
C16. The background graphics,
traditional alpine scenes complete
with mountains, sre superh and add
to the sense of realism provided by
the excelient amimation,

If Winter Events doesn’t make the
charts then I'm prepared 1o hang up
my skis for good — withoul taking
them ofi.

Ken McMahon




